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An ANSWER to ihe Lord Hoverſhan's | 
SPEECH, In a Committee of the whole 
Houſe of Peers, on Wedneſday, Nov. 19. 1707. 


Am, my Lord, I muſt confeſs, an humble Admirer of your Lord- 
ſhip's Eloquence, and Choice of Words; and not any way an Enc- 
my to your Freedom of Speech, which is, and has been, the Life and 
Soul of LIBERTY in former Engliſh Parliaments, and as it is the 
Property of cvery ſitting Member, fo it is often a Cordial to the Sub- 
ct, a Portion that drives out the Diſtemper, and lets him know ſome - 
ing near the Certainty of his Condition; but then, my Lord, we are 
% conſider, that a Wiſe Phyſician never lets his Patient know the 
W-rit; and it has often prov'd as dangerous Phyſick to the Mind, to 
Mean in a Conſumption he is near his End, as to Adminiſter un- 
dome Remedies to his Bedy. our Lordſhip is in the right; 
very Man will, for all that, endeavour to the laſt Gaſp, yet theſe are 
dans that haſten his End as much as prevent it. | 


1 My Lord, the Wiſe Conſiderate Men of our Nation, that know. | 


there are ſome unhappy Truths in your Oration, will undoubtedly be 


State, can be Indifcretion in another; not your Lorgſhip's anſwering, . 


very well affected with the Subject; but who knows what a 3 
Multitude may do, that are apt to catch at imperfect meanings, an 
make the worſt of a Thing, and will not eaſily be beaten out again, but 
that their Condition is worſe than it is ? This is, my Lord, to ſet em 
2 Griimbling, to make em ſicker than they really are; contrary to all, 
that ever my Reaſon taught me, was the Wiſdom and Practice of. Poli- 
tique Government. I have obſerv d with what Diligence this Maxim 
has been purſued in France, who by a thouſand ſundry Arts and Me- 
thods, have endeavour d to buoy up the ſinking Spirits of the People. 
wliere even ſometimes there has not been the leaſt Shadow of Truth to 
colour their Misfortunes; and I cannot think that what is Policy in one 


That we ate not in France, be any Inſtance to me, that the Method is ., 
well timed in Britain: I may as well ſuppoſe, that when the Wind 
blows North at Weſtminſter , it ſhould blew South at London-Bridge, 


and yet believe it Natural. 


This, my Lotd, is clear and evident, and yet not the moſt that 
might be ſaid on that Subject; I appeal to Thoſe, who are capable of 
ging the Equity of our Condition; and who have a nearer, ſight, of 
your Loddſhip's Integrity in Speeching, than we who ate ſeated. at roo. 
great à diſtance to be throughly ſtruck with a convincing Light of what 
may be either the Intereſt, or the Conſequence; and yet, if -Ex- - 
pe be able to inſtruct us, I have form d ſome Ideas, which tho 
they may be lmperfect, ſerve and encourage me to believe, there may 
be ſomeching in t more than our real Misfortunes ; they have indes! 


been greater this Year, than in any other ſince the Progreſs of the Wax, 
and yet I don't find that 2 nn ee was ever leſs ſilent in Parlia- 
ment, tho ſor theſe four Years' paſt, ar leaft, you have been pleas d 
to give e e n ef 
1 am at an Diſtance from'diſcerning your Lordſhip's Conduct 
in this Affair, and from e ring to diſcern rightly the true State 
of the Nation; and yer, I think, I know enough of either to aſſure my 
ſelf, that whatever is amiſs in the One, is not at all mended in the 8. 
ther; and nothing can convince me more of what I ſay, than that, he- 
ther Ill or Well, Right or Wrong, it would have been of more real. 
weight and Significance from a Second Perſon : To ſpeak plainly, from 
any other Man; Not to tax your Lordſhip's Loyalty, aud Zeal for your; 
;ountry, or draw any malicious Inferences from what has been charg d 
x your Door a hundred times ; but becauſe there is a kind of Some - 
thing or other in t, that would met be very unpleaſant to your Lords 
ſhip's Diſpoſition ; there would hs Putting in, and Turning our, as four 
Lordſbip hints plainly you would baye ir, and then there wou'd be rhe. 
faniry, t@; Triumph in che Succeſs of your repeated Eloquence, it not 


— 
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And here I conclude what I have to ſay, as to What hiay be tis latent 
or Conſequence of your Lordſhips Speech. T ſhall take !c4i0 now to peak 
to ſome Things in it, that give it too grots an Au tor ont iiokle boilieruas 
Conſticution. 
Your Lordſhip ſays, Our Condition is very low and deſperate; it may 
be ſo indeed: But before yourLordſhip was pleas'd to be ſo very conciſe 
and poſitive on this Head, I am as co nfident 11 w hat I am going to 
ſay, as your Lordfhip is, or can poſſibly be, of what you have laid ; 


Thar there were abundance of Pcople who thought otherwile, abundance 


of People that ſaid otherwiſe ; and 1 am willing to believe , abundance of 
People that hope otherwile ſtill; but if it be realy ſo, I pray Heav'n 
avett it; and that your Lordſhip's Words may be of greater Weight now 
than in preceding Speeches. | cou d wiſh they wou d have no other Effect 
upon the People at this time; For truly, my Lord, I cannot be a Friend 
to a Method ſo unlikely to do us any good, as that therewas no way to 


heal one Wound, without endangering another ; a good Surgeon icaves no 


Scar, but yourLordſhips too haſty and violent Application, leaves the Core 
oftheDiſtemper at our Hearts: andwhen the People have catch d the Ma- 
lady, che matter will be to cure em oſthe Relapſe; for if they fancy them- 
ielves in a deſperate lowCondition now, whatwill they do, when they be, 
gin to feel the Effects of your Lordihips Words: the Diſtemper (Grief [ 
mean ) will be incurable; they will imagine Dangers always at hand, 
tho! there be really none, and will have no Heart to reſiſt or oppoſe em, 
when they do come. Our Gentry will grow careleis, and our Com- 
monalty has 
Effect in taking off the Love of the People. We thall have Taxes paid 


with an unwilling Hand, the Poor work with an uncaſie Mind, and 


finally the War hang heavy on our Hands: We have hitherto been 
| buoy'd up with our Succeſſes, and talk d of nothing bur pulling down 
the French King; Nay, Her Majefty in her late Speech, is graciouſly 


ctlefs, ſurmiſing ſtrange Things , to that we ſhall find che 


pleas'd to give us hopes ſtill, of accompliſhing a laſting and honourable 
Peace; What chen, are all our Rejoycings come to this? Were our 
Shouts and Huzzas nothing bur a mock Triumph? Surely, my Lord, 


we may be allowed to loſe a hetle. If we are not able to bear acciden- 
tal Loſſes, what ſhou'd we have been if the French had bear us, which 
might have been Wars but a common Chance. Are all our Victories 
buried in one Misfortune? Tis very hard ; and I hope will be very dif- 


ficult, ro make the People believe they are undone by one Miſchance ; 


it puts me to confider, what a ſad Condition we had been in, had the 


War gone againſt us, if even after 3 or 4 ſueceſsful Campaigns we are 


not able to bear one that has gone a little againſt us. What can be a 
greater Diſcouragement ro the Soldiery? It is enough to ſſacken and 


enetvate their Courage, to let em know that they have all this while 


been Fighting to no purpole ; for it amounts to that, it no better is 


come of it. 
Truly, my 
Matter of this Importance, yer | find it leſs difficult to believe that your 
' Lordſhip gives ſome unhappy Turn to it, that is not really in it, (for 
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Lord, I am too much concern d. to ſpeak lightly of a 


